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The VA 's Health Summary application provides
clinicians with a rapid, easy, flexible methodfor
retrieving computer-based clinical information. The
application can be used either on-line or by
generating paper reports. The software will be
demonstrated and special emphasis will be placed
on thosefeatures that might be most usefulfor other
systems to incorporate in their results reporting and
report generation applications.

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has
created a flexible clinical data retrieval tool, called
Health Summary, for use in its Decentralized
Hospital Computer Program (DHCP) software.
Health Summary builds on achievements in the
Indian Health Service [1] and concepts derived from
other clinical systems [2] where clinical information
is integrated into patient-specific reports. The VA's
Health Summary adds additional features proposed
by clinicians within the VA using concepts cited in
Lang and Dickie [3] to provide reports that can be
tailored to a variety of clinical and patient-specific
situations.

Health Summaries are available either on-line (in
direct interactive mode) or on a paper document.
They may be retrieved for an individual patient or
for a group of patients.

The Health Summary has been designed to access
and retrieve clinically-relevant information that is in
a facility's DHCP system into a single report.
Twenty-seven possible "segments" of information,
paralleling the information in most medical records,
were identified for inclusion in the health summary.

Data from these segments are organized into
"components" that fit specific user needs. For
example, the demographic information is included in
two different components -- Demographics and a
Brief Demographics -- and some Laboratory
components permit the user to define which
laboratory test results to include in a "spreadsheet" of
laboratory data covering an extended period of time.

The individual Health Summary reports are
constructed from these components of information,
in any order defined by the user, with user being able
to "filter" the information by placing either time
limits or occurrence limits, or both, on data
displayed in some components.

The most powerful features of Health Summary are
available when a provider uses the Health Summary
application in direct interactive mode on DHCP.
The user has unlimited capability to skip around
within a Health Summary and to temporarily modify
an existing Health Summary "on-the-fly". This
flexibility provides a responsive environment within
which the user can retrieve the information they
desire with a minimum of hassle and frustration,
even on a simple CRT with a character-based
interface.

Health Summary has been well received by clinicians
and other users in the VA. In some settings,
clinicians now use the Health Summary as the
primary mode for retrieving patient data, requesting
the medical chart only when information is not yet
available on DHCP (such as discharge summaries or
EKG tracings and results). An exciting new feature
recently added is the capability for authorized users
to request patients' Health Summary information
from other VA facilities.
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